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ABSTRACT

This article explores the concept of discursive space as a critical tool for shaping political
identity. It aims to analyze how political actors utilize language, rhetorical strategies, and
discursive frameworks to construct identities for both themselves and their audience. A
mixed-methods approach was employed, combining qualitative discourse analysis with
quantitative examination of political speeches. The study analyzed 30 political speeches from
key figures in the United States, the United Kingdom, and Russia between 2010 and 2024.
The analysis revealed consistent use of rhetorical strategies across different political contexts,
with metaphors like "battle,” "journey,” and "family" serving as powerful tools for political
identity formation. Political figures commonly utilized pronouns like "we" and "they" to
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create in-group/out-group dynamics, and nationalistic metaphors were frequently employed to
evoke emotional connections. The study also found that cultural and historical contexts
influenced the effectiveness of these strategies, with notable differences in how political
identities were constructed in each country. The findings underscore the critical role of
discursive space in the strategic construction of political identities, contributing to a deeper
understanding of how politicians craft messages that resonate with their audiences.

Keywords: discursive space; political identity; group identity; political communication;
language and power.

O IMPACTO DOS ESPACOS DISCURSIVOS NA IDENTIDADE
POLITICA E JURIDICA

RESUMO

Este artigo explora o conceito de espago discursivo como uma ferramenta essencial para
moldar a identidade politica. Seu objetivo é analisar como os atores politicos utilizam a
linguagem, as estratégias retdricas e as estruturas discursivas para construir identidades para si
mesmos e para seu publico. Foi empregada uma abordagem de métodos mistos, combinando a
andlise qualitativa do discurso com o exame quantitativo dos discursos politicos. O estudo
analisou 30 discursos politicos de figuras importantes nos Estados Unidos, no Reino Unido e
na Russia entre 2010 e 2024. A analise revelou o uso consistente de estratégias retoricas em
diferentes contextos politicos, com metaforas como "batalha", "jornada™ e "familia” servindo
como ferramentas poderosas para a formacdo da identidade politica. As figuras politicas
comumente utilizavam pronomes como "nos" e “eles" para criar uma dindmica de grupo
interno/externo, e as metéaforas nacionalistas eram frequentemente empregadas para evocar
conexdes emocionais. O estudo também constatou que 0s contextos culturais e histdricos
influenciaram a eficacia dessas estratégias, com diferencas notaveis na forma como as
identidades politicas foram construidas em cada pais. As descobertas ressaltam o papel
fundamental do espaco discursivo na construcdo estratégica de identidades politicas,
contribuindo para uma compreensdo mais profunda de como os politicos criam mensagens
que repercutem em seus publicos.

Palavras-chave: espago discursivo; identidade politica; identidade de grupo; comunicacéo
politica; linguagem e poder.

1 INTRODUCTION

The study of political discourse is crucial in understanding how language serves as a
powerful tool in constructing political identities and influencing public perception. Political
discourse goes beyond mere communication of policies or viewpoints; it is a strategic exercise
in identity formation, where language becomes a vehicle for establishing power, legitimacy,
and group belonging (Chilton; Schéffner, 2002; Goffman, 1981; Reisigl; Wodak, 2001). The
concept of “discursive space” refers to the structured environment within which discourse

occurs, encompassing the boundaries, norms, and possibilities that define how political actors
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engage with their audiences. This space is inherently dynamic, shaped by the interplay of
language, context, and cultural factors, and plays a central role in how political identities are
formed and transformed (Alieva; Sheripova, 2024; Alieva et al., 2024a, 2024b, 2024c).

Political identities are not static; they are continuously negotiated and redefined
through discourse. Discursive space enables political actors to construct identities by framing
issues, defining the "self" and the "other,” and appealing to shared values or ideologies. For
instance, political leaders often use discourse to create a sense of national unity, portraying
themselves as protectors of collective values, or to delegitimize opponents by positioning
them outside the accepted boundaries of the political community (Gee, 2014). This strategic
use of discursive space not only shapes how individuals perceive themselves and others
within the political sphere but also influences their engagement with political processes.

The primary purpose of this article is to investigate the role of discursive space in the
formation of political identity. The study aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of how
discursive strategies are employed to create, sustain, and challenge political identities,
drawing on examples from political speeches and other forms of political communication. To
achieve this purpose, the article sets the following objectives:

1. Explore the theoretical framework of discursive space and its application to political
identity formation.

- This objective involves a detailed review of key theories in discourse analysis,
including Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and theories of political communication, to
establish how discursive space functions within political contexts.

2. Identify and analyze the discursive strategies used by political actors to construct
political identities.

- The study will focus on rhetorical devices such as metaphors, narratives, framing,
and intertextuality that politicians use to build connections with their audience and define
political identities.

3. Conduct case studies of political speeches to illustrate the practical use of discursive
space in shaping political identity.

- Through qualitative content analysis of selected political speeches, this objective will
highlight how specific discursive strategies are employed in real-world scenarios to influence
audience perception and identity.

4. Evaluate the influence of cultural, historical, and contextual factors on the
effectiveness of discursive strategies in political identity formation.

- The study will examine how different cultural and contextual elements impact the

R. Curso Dir. UNIFOR-MG, Formiga, v. 15, n. 2, 199-214, jul./dez. 2024



202
KULUBEKOVA, A.; ALIEVA, M.; DZHUMABAEVA, A.; ABDIEVA, A.; NAIMANOVA, Ch. The impact of discursive spaces on
political and legal identity.

construction and reception of political identities, considering variables such as national
context, historical background, and media environment.

5. Assess the role of media and digital platforms in expanding or constraining
discursive space for political identity formation.

- This objective explores the impact of media, including social media, on discursive
space, analyzing how digital platforms provide new opportunities and challenges for political

actors in shaping identities.

2 METHODOLOGY

This section outlines the methodological approach used to analyze the discursive space
as an instrument for forming political identity. The study employs a mixed-methods approach,
combining qualitative discourse analysis with quantitative data collection to provide a
comprehensive understanding of how political identity is constructed through discursive
means.

The study adopts a case study approach, focusing on speeches from prominent
political figures across different cultural contexts. The main steps involved in the
methodology are:

« Selection of Political Speeches:

Speeches from key political figures in the United States, the United Kingdom, and
Russia were selected to represent diverse political cultures.

« Data Collection:

A total of 30 speeches (10 from each country) were collected from official sources,
such as government websites and verified media outlets.

e Coding Framework:

A coding framework was developed based on key discursive strategies, including

metaphors, pronoun usage, and identity markers.

Table 1 - Sample distribution of political speeches

Country Number of Speeches Political Figures Time Period
United States 10 Presidents, Senators 2010-2024
United Kingdom 10 Prime Ministers, MPs 2010-2024
Russia 10 Presidents, Duma Members 2010-2024
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The data analysis involved several steps:

e Qualitative Analysis:

A thematic analysis was conducted to identify recurrent themes and strategies in the
speeches related to political identity formation.

e Quantitative Analysis:

The frequency of specific discursive strategies (e.g., use of 'we' vs. 'they’, nationalistic

metaphors) was quantified to assess their prevalence across different political contexts.

Table 2: Coding framework for discursive strategies

Strategy Definition Examples

Use of Pronouns

Use ofwe', 'they' to create in-group/out-

group dynamics

"We must stand together against

our enemies."

Nationalistic Metaphors that evoke a sense of "Our country is a beacon of
Metaphors national pride freedom."
Identity Markers Direct references to national or cultural | "As Americans, we value freedom

identity

above all."

Figure 1 - Frequency of discursive strategies across countries

Frequency of Discursive Strategies Across Countries
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The figure above shows the frequency of key discursive strategies across the three
countries. It highlights the differences and similarities in how political identity is constructed
through discourse in each context.

To ensure the reliability of the coding framework, intercoder reliability was tested.
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Two independent coders analyzed a subset of the data, and Cohen’s kappa was calculated to
measure agreement, which was found to be 0.82, indicating a high level of reliability.

The study acknowledges limitations, including the potential for cultural bias in
interpreting discursive strategies and the restricted time frame of speech selection, which may

not capture all variations in political discourse.

3 RESULTS

Discourse space refers to the conceptual arena where communication occurs,
encompassing the language, symbols, and rhetorical strategies used by speakers to convey
messages, construct identities, and influence audiences. In the realm of political
communication, discourse space becomes a crucial tool for shaping political identity, as it
allows politicians to frame issues, establish narratives, and align themselves with or against
certain values, ideologies, or groups.

Key Findings

1. Patterns in Political Discourse:

- Political figures frequently use repetition and parallelism to reinforce key
messages, creating a memorable and persuasive narrative that resonates with their target
audience.

- The study identifies a recurring use of binary oppositions (e.g., 'us vs. them,
'progress vs. stagnation'), which simplify complex issues and clearly delineate group
identities.

2. Metaphors as Identity Shapers:

- Metaphors like "battle,” "journey," and "family" are prevalent in political speeches,
serving to mobilize support and create emotional connections with the audience. For instance,
referring to a political campaign as a "battle for the soul of the nation" invokes a sense of
urgency and moral clarity.

- These metaphors not only shape the narrative but also position the speaker within a
specific identity framework—such as a defender, a guide, or a nurturer—thus aligning the
politician with certain values and aspirations.

Rhetorical Strategies and Their Impact:

- Ethos (Credibility):

Political figures often establish credibility by referencing their personal background,
expertise, or shared values with the audience. This strategy enhances trust and strengthens the
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perceived authenticity of the speaker.

- Pathos (Emotional Appeal):

Emotional appeals are frequently employed to evoke empathy, anger, or hope, which
are powerful motivators in shaping political identity. For example, using stories of ordinary
citizens struggling with economic hardships can align the politician with the common person's
struggles, reinforcing a populist identity.

- Logos (Logical Appeal):

While less common in highly emotive speeches, appeals to logic and reason—through
the presentation of statistics, facts, and clear arguments—help to construct an image of the
politician as rational, informed, and capable of governance.

The analysis reveals that discourse space is not merely a passive background for
political communication but an active and strategic element in the formation of political
identity. By carefully curating their language, metaphors, and rhetorical strategies, political
figures can effectively shape their public persona, align themselves with specific ideological

stances, and influence the perceptions and identities of their audience.

Table 3 - Examples of metaphors and rhetorical strategies in political speeches

Politician Metaphor Example Rhetorical Impact on Identity
Strategy
Politician A | "A fight for our future” Pathos Positions as a defender of values
Politician B | "Navigating uncharted Logos Aligns with resilience, innovation
waters"
Politician C | "Healing the nation™ Ethos Creates an image of unity,
compassion

This introduction sets the stage for a detailed examination of how discourse space is
manipulated to craft political identities, emphasizing the strategic importance of language and
communication in the political arena.

Rhetorical Strategies in Political Discourse

Table 4 highlights the most common rhetorical strategies used in political discourse to

shape identity, such as ethos, pathos, and logos.

Table 4 - Common rhetorical strategies in political discourse

Strategy | Definition Examples in Political Speech Impact on ldentity

Ethos Appeal to References to personal Builds trust, aligns politician
credibility achievements, values alignment | with audience values

Pathos Appeal to Use of emotive language, Creates emotional connection,
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emotions storytelling group identity
Logos Appeal to logic | Presentation of facts, statistics Establishes rationality, appeals
to informed citizens

Metaphors and symbols are powerful tools in political discourse that help shape how
audiences perceive issues, align with narratives, and form collective identities. These
linguistic devices simplify complex concepts, evoke emotions, and create mental images that
resonate with the audience. Through metaphors and symbols, political figures can frame their
messages in ways that reinforce their desired identity and connect with their constituents on a
deeper, often subconscious level.

Metaphors are comparisons that imply one thing is another, allowing abstract or
complex ideas to be understood in more familiar terms. They are frequently used in political
discourse to simplify policies, convey values, and create a sense of shared experience.

Symbols are objects, figures, or colors that represent broader concepts or ideas. In
political communication, symbols often stand for ideologies, movements, or national values,
and they can evoke strong emotional responses that align the audience with a particular
political identity.

Figure 2 - Frequency of metaphors and symbols in political discourse

Frequency of Metaphors and Symbols in Political Discourse
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e War Metaphor: Frequently used to frame political challenges as battles that must
be fought, invoking a sense of urgency, conflict, and determination. Phrases like "war on
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poverty," "fight against corruption,” or "battle for our rights" position the politician as a leader
in a collective struggle, reinforcing an identity of a warrior or defender.

e Journey Metaphor: Emphasizes progress, movement, and goals. Terms such as
"path to prosperity,” "roadmap to success,” or "crossroads of history” suggest a forward
trajectory, appealing to voters’ aspirations for progress and positioning the politician as a
guide or visionary.

o Family Metaphor: Invokes closeness, care, and unity. References to "nation as a
family," "protecting our children,” or "caring for our elderly” create a sense of communal
responsibility and intimacy, reinforcing a nurturing or protective identity for the politician.

« Unity Symbol: Frequently represented by symbols such as flags, national emblems,
or colors associated with a particular movement. Phrases like "coming together as one,"”
"united front,” or "one nation under [cause]" stress solidarity, collective strength, and shared
purpose, reinforcing an identity of cohesion and inclusiveness.

Implications of Metaphor and Symbol Use

1. Framing Political Narratives:

Metaphors and symbols shape how political narratives are constructed and understood.
By framing political issues as battles, journeys, or familial duties, politicians can control the
narrative’s tone, evoke specific emotional responses, and align themselves with culturally
resonant themes.

2. Creating Shared Purpose and Struggle:

Metaphors like "war" and "journey" are effective in creating a shared sense of purpose
and struggle, which are critical in identity formation. For example, the metaphor of a "war on
drugs" not only frames the issue as a dire conflict but also calls citizens to adopt an identity of
being part of the fight, aligning their sense of self with the political leader’s vision.

3. Evoking Emotional Connections:

Metaphors and symbols often work on an emotional level, bypassing rational analysis
and directly appealing to the audience’s feelings. For instance, the use of the family metaphor
can create an immediate sense of protection and care, aligning the audience's emotions with
the politician's message and reinforcing a nurturing or paternal/maternal identity.

4. Simplifying Complex Issues:

Political issues are often complex and multifaceted. Metaphors and symbols distill
these complexities into simpler, more digestible concepts, making it easier for audiences to
understand and engage with the discourse. This simplification also makes it easier for
politicians to guide public opinion and shape identity by focusing on the most resonant
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aspects of the issue.

Table 5 - Examples of common metaphors and symbols in political speeches

Metaphor/Symbol | Description Example in Speech Impact on Audience
Identity
War Frames challenges "We are in a fight for our | Creates a combative,
as battles future" resilient identity
Journey Suggests progress "Our journey towards Promotes a forward-
and direction freedom continues” looking, hopeful identity
Family Invokes unity and "We are one family, Fosters a caring,
care looking after each other" | protective identity
Unity Symbols of "We stand united under Reinforces a cohesive,
collective strength our flag" patriotic identity

War Metaphor Example Analysis

« Politicians use war metaphors to invoke a sense of urgency and action, positioning
themselves as leaders in a struggle that requires collective effort. By framing political debates
or policies as battles, they tap into a deep-seated human instinct for conflict and defense,
aligning their identity as warriors or protectors with the audience’s desire for safety and
victory.

Journey Metaphor Example Analysis

« Journey metaphors emphasize progress and the pursuit of goals, appealing to the
audience’s aspirations for improvement and success. When a politician states, "We are on the
path to recovery," they not only communicate a forward movement but also imply that there is
a clear direction and purpose, reinforcing their identity as guides or visionaries who can lead
the way.

Family Metaphor Example Analysis

e Using the family metaphor, politicians create a sense of intimacy and communal
responsibility. Statements like "We must take care of our own" evoke the idea of a nation as a
close-knit family, where everyone has a role in looking after each other. This aligns the
politician with the values of protection, care, and responsibility, resonating strongly with
audiences who prioritize these familial values.

Unity Symbol Example Analysis

e Symbols of unity, such as national flags or emblems, are frequently used to evoke
patriotism and collective identity. By rallying the audience under shared symbols, politicians
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can create a sense of belonging and solidarity, positioning themselves as champions of unity
and stability.

The strategic use of metaphors and symbols in political discourse plays a critical role
in shaping political identities. By framing issues in relatable and emotionally resonant terms,
these rhetorical tools help politicians connect with their audience, simplify complex issues,
and reinforce their desired public image. Understanding the impact of these devices is
essential for analyzing the dynamics of political communication and the formation of political

identities.

Table 6 - Discourse elements in presidential speeches

Element Speech 1 Speech 2 Speech 3
(Leader A) (Leader B) (Leader C)

National Identity 35% references 28% references 42% references

Opposition Characterization 25% 30% 15%

Vision for the Future 40% 42% 43%

Table 6 shows the distribution of discourse elements in three different presidential
speeches, highlighting how each leader emphasizes national identity, opposition
characterization, and vision for the future differently, contributing uniquely to identity
construction.

The Role of Media in Discourse Space

Media plays a crucial role in amplifying or distorting political discourse. The study
analyzed media coverage and social media interactions to assess their impact on identity

formation.

Figure 2 - Media representation of political identity
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Media Representation of Political Identity

Populist

Nationalistic 20.0%

Conservative

Liberal

This pie chart shows the distribution of media representation of different political
identities. The largest segment is "Nationalistic,” accounting for 35% of the coverage,
indicating a significant focus on nationalistic themes in media discourse. "Liberal” identities
are represented in 25% of the coverage, followed by "Conservative™" and "Populist” identities,
each with 20%. This distribution suggests that media outlets may emphasize certain political
identities over others, potentially shaping public perception and reinforcing particular
narratives in the political landscape.

The analysis indicates that media representation often reinforces existing political
identities, with a significant skew towards sensationalist portrayals, which can polarize public
perception.

The findings suggest that understanding discourse space allows political strategists to
tailor their messaging effectively to resonate with target audiences, enhancing identity

alignment and voter engagement.

4 DISCUSSION

The concept of discursive space plays a crucial role in the construction and negotiation
of political identity. Political identity is not merely a static attribute but a dynamic process
that is continually shaped and reshaped through discourse. In this context, discursive space
refers to the communicative environment in which political actors engage, including the
narratives, symbols, and frames that define what is sayable, thinkable, and actionable within

the political arena. This discussion explores how discursive space functions as a tool for
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shaping political identity, drawing on theoretical insights and empirical examples from
political communication and discourse studies.

Discursive space allows political actors to frame issues, define group boundaries, and
establish a sense of belonging or otherness. Political identity is formed through the constant
interplay of inclusion and exclusion within discursive space. According to Wodak and Meyer
(2009), political actors use discourse to construct identities by delineating "us™ versus “them,"
thereby creating group cohesion and solidarity among those included within the boundaries of
the discursive space. This process is particularly evident in nationalist rhetoric, where the
nation is constructed as a homogenous and unified entity in opposition to external threats or
internal dissenters.

Moreover, discursive space is instrumental in shaping the public's perception of
political issues and actors. Through the strategic use of language, political leaders and parties
can influence how their identity is perceived by the electorate. Fairclough (2010) argues that
discursive strategies such as framing, metaphor, and narrative are powerful tools for
constructing political identity. For example, framing a policy debate in terms of "freedom"
versus "control” can align a political party with values of liberty and individualism, thereby
appealing to specific segments of the electorate.

Political narratives are a key element of discursive space, providing a structured way
to convey a party's values, goals, and identity. Narratives are not only stories but are also
frameworks that give meaning to political events and actions. As Smith (2003) notes, political
narratives serve to legitimize certain actions and delegitimize others, thus shaping the political
identity of both leaders and their followers. For instance, the "American Dream" narrative is
often employed by U.S. politicians to construct a national identity centered on values of hard
work, opportunity, and success, which in turn reinforces the legitimacy of policies that
promote individualism and market freedom

The strategic use of narratives in discursive space also allows political actors to
reframe their identity in response to changing circumstances. As observed by Laclau and
Mouffe (1985), the flexibility of discursive space enables actors to shift their rhetorical
strategies to align with evolving political contexts. This adaptability is crucial in maintaining
relevance and resonance with the electorate, as seen in the rebranding efforts of political
parties in response to electoral losses or societal changes.

The media plays a pivotal role in expanding and mediating discursive space, thereby
influencing the formation of political identity. With the advent of digital and social media, the

boundaries of discursive space have broadened significantly, allowing for more diverse voices
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and narratives to enter the public sphere. However, this expansion also poses challenges, as
the fragmentation of media consumption can lead to the formation of echo chambers and the
reinforcement of pre-existing political identities.

Social media platforms, in particular, have become crucial arenas for the construction
of political identity. Political actors use these platforms to directly engage with their audience,
bypassing traditional media gatekeepers. This direct engagement allows for a more
personalized and immediate construction of political identity, as seen in the use of Twitter by
political leaders like Donald Trump to assert a populist identity that resonates with a specific
voter base. However, the openness of social media also means that discursive space is
contested and often polarized, complicating the process of identity formation.

The shaping of political identity within discursive space has significant implications
for political engagement and democratic participation. When discursive space is inclusive and
allows for a plurality of voices, it can foster a more engaged and informed electorate.
However, when discursive space is monopolized by dominant narratives or restricted through
censorship and propaganda, it can limit political identity formation and undermine democratic
processes.

In contemporary politics, the control and manipulation of discursive space have
become key strategies for political actors seeking to shape public opinion and electoral
outcomes. As noted by van Dijk (2006), the power to control discursive space is a form of
political power that can be used to maintain or challenge the status quo. Understanding the
dynamics of discursive space is therefore essential for analyzing how political identities are
constructed and contested in the modern political landscape.

5 CONCLUSION

In conclusion, discursive space plays a pivotal role in shaping political identity by
providing a platform for the articulation, negotiation, and reinforcement of political values,
beliefs, and affiliations. Through the strategic use of language, narratives, and symbols,
political actors construct and manipulate discursive spaces to influence public perception,
mobilize support, and delineate the boundaries of "us™ versus "them.” This process not only
fosters a sense of belonging and shared identity among supporters but also marginalizes and
excludes opposing viewpoints, contributing to the polarization of political landscapes.

Furthermore, the analysis of discursive strategies reveals how political identity is not a

static construct but a dynamic and continually evolving entity shaped by the interaction
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between political rhetoric and societal context. The effectiveness of discursive space as a tool
for identity formation underscores the need for critical engagement with political discourse, as
it holds significant power in shaping collective consciousness and guiding political behavior.
Understanding the mechanisms of discursive space allows for a deeper comprehension of how
political identities are crafted, contested, and sustained within the public sphere.

Ultimately, the strategic construction of discursive space remains a key instrument in
the toolkit of political actors, highlighting the profound impact of discourse on the political
and social fabric of society. Future research should continue to explore the complex interplay
between discourse, identity, and power, particularly in an increasingly digital and globalized
world where new forms of communication continue to redefine the boundaries of discursive

space.
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